Utilizing audit to evaluate improvements in continuous veno-venous haemofiltration practices in intensive therapy unit.
Continuous veno-venous haemofiltration (CVVH) is used regularly in the management of acute renal failure in intensive therapy unit (ITU). A three-staged approach was undertaken involving two audits of practice to improve CVVH record keeping in a 15-bedded cardiac ITU. An initial baseline audit identified a number of areas for improvement in practice. The areas for improvement were implemented then a second audit was repeated. The improvements and practice changes included the dissemination of audit findings to the multidisciplinary team, redesigning the prescription chart to a more user-friendly format and the development of a competency-based CVVH workbook. This nurse-led project demonstrated how positive outcomes and improvements could be achieved with record keeping across the multidisciplinary ITU team.